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WINTER CRUISING F

Words Fiona Harper

nfused with the balmy scent of frangipani

and coconut oil, Fiji has a distinct aroma

that has sunshine-drenched holiday
written all over it. A Fijian cruise also comes
with its own special tropical soundtrack that
sways to Fiji time: swishing palm fronds on
shore excursions to pristine beaches, gentle
waves washing over fragmented tinkling
coral, the whoosh of a bow wave slipping
past the ship’s hull, tinny ukuleles strung
with fishing line accompanying melodious
voices. And, everywhere, the ubiquitous
“Bula” greeting (meaning hello) accompanied :
by wide smiles from young children through
to village elders.

Fijians’ friendliness is just one of the
reasons Australians keep returning. But
venture beyond sparkling white sand beaches
(which admittedly are very tempting) and
you'll find a plethora of other reasons to
cruise Fiji’s turquoise waters.

Village tours are a major highlight of
any cruise, with Fijians opening up their
homes, schools and churches to welcome
visitors. Even for the non-religious,
attending a Sunday church service is highly
recommended. Ladies tuck frangipanis
behind their ears and frock up in colourful
dresses. Men don floral Bula shirts while
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