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t took a whole ten minutes after landing on
Lady Musgrave Island for me to embarrass
myself.

My embarrassment became more acute
the longer | stayed on the island and became
familiar with its inhabitants. Instinctive and well-
intentioned, nevertheless | felt foolish.

A water taxi deposits campers and their gear
on the eastern shore beach, which requires a short
hike across the island to the west coast campsite.
Heady with the screeches and smells of a gazillion
seabirds, we pass through a shady pisonia f
Glimpsing a distressed Black Noddy Ternne

| soon learn that bird poop is an integral part of
the Lady Musgrave Island experience. Although | do
eventually get used to sloppy droppings dripping
down the tent; dollops landing in my shoes; and
gunk congealing in my hair if I'm foolish enough to
forget my hat, I’'m not entirely thrilled about such
close encounters. There is also a strong guano
odour about the campsite.

Nevertheless, it's easy to forgive these difficulties
by simply walking a dozen or so paces past coastal
sheoaks and pandanus palms onto what must

surely be one of the prettiest beaches on the planet.
_ Athightide, powder- -soft sand kissed by turquoise

water wraps around the point near the campground,

~ broken intermittently by lifeless tree trunks wedged
_into the sand. Plopped on a smooth trunk above
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Lady Musgrave Island

FACT FILE

Getting there

Lady Musgrave Cruises takes day trippers
($180pp) as well as campers ($340pp) to

the island from Town of 1770 daily. The trip
takes 75 minutes each way. Campers’ gear

is carried at no extra charge (within reason).
Additional charges apply for kayaks, inflatable
boats and the like. Campsites and boat
transfers should be booked well in advance.

Where to camp

The campsite is located on the western side
of the island with capacity for a maximum of
40 people. Most sites are shaded, though
you'd be wise to take a large tarp that can be
strung above your camp to avoid dropping
bird poop.

Campers need to be entirely self-sufficient
and provision for the possibility of staying
longer than planned if bad weather
postpones the daily boat from 1770. The only
facilities are three composting toilets and an
emergency VHF radio. Take in all food, water

The original Lady Musgrave was the wife of Sir
Anthony Musgrave, Governor of Queensland in
the late 1880s. Lady Jeannie Lucinda was rather
fond of hosting lavish soirees on Brisbane’s
Government House lawns, presumably the
perfect hostess playing a support role to her
husband’s stellar career. Strongly opposed to
the women'’s vote, after the death of Sir Anthony
she moved to England in the early 1900s, and
became president of the local anti-suffrage
league. | wonder what she would have made
of two women travelling unaccompanied on a
girls getaway to the island that bears her name.
| suspect she would not approve.

It's not known if she had any inkling of
the destruction reaped on the island bearing
her name while she was abroad suppressing
women's independence. Guano (concentrated,
aged bird poop) miners harvested the island’s
bounty from the early 1900s, abandoning their
goats when they moved on - purportedly for the
benefit of shipwrecked sailors. The goats quickly
stripped the island of undergrowth, which had
a massive impact on the delicate ecosystem.

Later, a couple of simple cabins, which
became rather grandly known as a ‘resort’,
attracted the rich and famous before closing
permanently as WWII stymied such indulgent
pleasures. American author Zane Grey was
surely inspired by the island as he penned his
adventure novels. Multi-millionaire bookworm
and financier behind what eventually became
the New York Public Library, George Vanderbilt
also visited.

With a couple of days to do nothing but
chill out in this wildly remote paradise, I've a
desire to bury my own nose in a good book,
but surprisingly there are several distractions.

and supplies and remove
all rubbish on departure. .
Mobile phone coverage w
is a slight possibility if conditions are

perfect (and you hold your tongue in the right
position ...)

When to go

The island is closed to campers from
Australia Day weekend through to Easter

(28 March 2013) to avoid interference with
nesting wildlife. The best time to go is April or
May when it's not too hot and the water has
not yet cooled to winter temperatures.

Turtle nesting and hatchling season is
generally between November and April.

Further information
Lady Musgrave Cruises
www.Imcruises.com.au

or phone 1800 63 1770

Capricorn Cays National Park
www.nprsr.qld.gov.au

Our first dinner is interrupted when Jim alerts
us to a turtle making her way up the beach
near the camping area. Beneath the sheoak
trees a one-metre-long loggerhead is flinging
sand into the air as she digs a pit with her rear
flippers. We watch as she patiently deposits a
clutch of a hundred or so eggs before cleverly
using her flippers to protect and conceal her
nest. It's a moving experience that leaves me
feeling humbled and extraordinarily privileged
as she drags her cumbersome body back to
the sea. We're told she’'ll be back in another two
weeks to repeat the performance.

Jim and his dedicated volunteers record
every turtle that comes ashore, providing
valuable data to assist the long-term survival
of these magnificent endangered creatures.
He and Annie have been committed to the
island and its wildlife for twenty years and
seem to have an intimate knowledge of each
species’ behaviour.

They return to the mainland after a month
on the island on the same boat that my friend
and | depart on. Helping load and unload their
copious amount of gear, my own ignorance on
arrival remains a secret | dare not confess.

T———
Loggerhead turtle returns to the
sea after laying a clutch of eggs.
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