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Flying to Europe is an arduous journey from Australia. Travel €9 Home and Garden Calculators

writer Fiona Harper road tests British Airways flat bed seats

With 23 hours flight fime looming between Sydney and Paris | saftle in for an extended pyjama pariy » Win
in the sky. Only there are no are no pyjamas. There is however Tattinger Champagne served in the
Club World cabin as soon as hand luggage is stowed There's also a stack of recent release movies
on demand (along with noise cancelling headphones) like Saving Mr Banks and Nelson Mandela's ; I
Long Walk to Freedom amongst others. The dinner menu promises tanlalising templations oo, as Win a $5DD Travel Voucher!
does the wine list, chosen by British Alrways Master of Wine, promising to ‘entice and delight’. Which

L;jThumhnaiI of Win a $500 Travel Voucherl

it does. Bound for Paris via London on BA16's Boeing 777, a dreaded longhaul flight suddenly
appears rather appealing. Contrary to their conservativa English reputation (stiff upper lip and all » TV Guide
that), British Airways actually do indulgence rathar well

FOOD HOME YO
Features

Between three course meals (roasted duck with orange, chilll & apricol salsa, followed by
barramundi in lime & coconul sauce ending with a cheese board, thanks very much) the Club

e Thumbnail of  Victoria Wood's Nice

Cup of Tea
Kitchen never closes, satisfying chocolate cravings mid-movie, But indubitably the most appealing

alament of this longhaul flight is a glorious fully flat bed to siretch out in. Though the seat itself is not Now: 5:30pm
overly wide it makes up any shortcomings lengthwise Importantly, it is actually flat when fully
reclined so that I'm able to sleep comfortably without slipping down the bed/seat Goody bags with
Elemis products {lip and body moisturiser, ear plugs, eye mask, socks, toothbrush & paste) are Escape to The Country
handed out after we reach cruising altitude while a flight steward serves cocktalls, 15 year old
s . : 2 Next: 6 30pm M ®
whiskies, International beers as well as a decent Twinnings tea seleclion — so very English!

With about seven hours before touching down in Singapore enroute to London, | settle in beneath
the duvet, fiddling with the buttons to find the right recline position before the movie marathon gets
underway. Fellow passengers are torn between staying awake to enjoy the plush amenities or
snuggling into the foetal position and sleeping Mostly we switch between the two with the ensuing
hours passing swiltly. After a couple of hours at Heathrow Alrport, | arrive in Paris feeling rested
having slept soundly for at leasl 8 hours — a rare feal after such an arduous journey

Best Seats

Seating is arranged in a two, four, two configuration, alternating forward and rear facing. The two
centre rear facing seats form a private pod perfect for a couple. A couple travelling with a baby on my
flight seem to have a contented baby (read quiet) who crawds around on the floor in the confined
space of the centre pod

If travelling alone and seeking cocoon-like privacy the besl seals are window (rear facing) while aisle
seats have easier access. Electronic privacy screens rise and drop al the press of a butlon,
entartainment screens and tables swing out from the dividing bulkhead and each seat has a
moveable reading light, power point (universal plug) and two usb poris for charging gadgets

Extra Bonus

Elemis Spa in Terminal 5 at London Heathrow offers Club World guests 15 minute complimentary
massages along with the usual spa treatments. Massage chairs combined with a head and neck
massage are a fabulous way to prepare for the flight to Australia. Ask for ‘firm’ and the chair grinds
and grips calves and haals tightly while machanical knuckles roll rhythmically up and down the
gpine. Though my therapist John, who is massaging my head and neck, shows litfle enthusiasm for
his task (who can blame him, I'm likely the hundredth traveller he's ministered today), it's 15 minutes
of pure indulgent bliss

Even withoul the pyjamas that other alrlines offer, travelling British Alrways Club World s just the
ticket for arriving refreshed, relaxed and ready o start your European holiday in style.

The Facts

Cost: Sydney - London - Paris = Sydney $7713 business or $2020 economy (incl taxes)

Flight time: Sydney - Singapore 8 25 hrs, Singapore — London 13 5 hrs. London - Paris 1.25 hrs
TOTAL 23 hrs

Book: www britishainvays. com

Thumbs up: Comfy seats that recline inlo a flat bed
Thumbs down: Singapore Airport boarding officials confiscating sealed duly free purchases from
transit passengers

Follow Fiona Harper's travel writer blog at www travelboatinglifestyla com
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