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ADVENTURE

Rounding Cape Horn the HOTELS FLIGHTS
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Patagonia. One magical, mysterious

word, It's & name thet svokes the "Stepping ashore on the
unknown, conjures up many questions. [RALS. e ap= b NGl B ELZHTS
The first one that occurs to me is where VT crazy urge to kiss the

the heck is it? Once | had that part gmund." . .
e MORE TRAVEL DEALS

figured out | was excited.
Fiona Harper

Fatagonia: the southernmost tip of Tiera del Fuego
including Cabo de Homas, otherwise known as Cape
Hom, encompasses southern Chile and Argenting.
Deliciously foreign sounding names that roll off the More about Adventure-
longue, sodden with anticipation, whetling this sailor's

appetite. The ‘end of the world some say.

And for the 10,000 or 50 mariners whose lives ended in + 100 things to do before vou die
these waters, it proved to be so. Drake Passage, the
narrow band of Southern Ocean squeezed between
Antarctica and South America, covening latitudes known
as the Screaming Sixties and Furious Fifties holds both ~ 1OPICS:
fascinaftion and fermor for sailors. For me, the allure of ‘L-t. Adh

sailing round Cape Horn proves irmesistible

Eeneath a dreary overcast sky dripping liquid ice that

pools at the fool of the gangway we step aboard our swanky new expedition ship docked in Punta Arenas. On a rare . Poweredby: .
NEWSLETTER wEgﬂ’-—-"-

calm day in this land ruled by wind {street trees are deliberately manicured to yield to the wind), my fellow travellers

are an intrepid lat

Get the best travel deals

For many, the opportunity 1o visit Cape Ham is the zole reason for the long journey 1o 1jonia. Some areg sailors L Iy 1 i ~ Ff m
on the voyage of a lifelime. Others are serious landlubbers, soon Lo find solace in seasick bags conveniently stashed

[I*.rnuglm-u[ the ship. Some have flown Tor I:I-f-l','E acnoss he glahe o board & Australis fram the sauthennmost CI!{.‘
in southern Chile. WORST THINGS ABOUT FLYING
Hardcore blue water sailors From screaming babies

to loud drunks — t i
For nardcore blue water sailors ke myself reaching the “sailors Everest’ has fuelled sailling dreams for years, inspired d J J

by legends of those who sailed past the Horn, Others still are slightly dazed from pre-cruise explorations of Torres del
Paine National Park to the north. all dramatic rocky peaks and turquoise glacial 1akes home to some of Chile's most
stunning Andes scenery. Spanish speakers are by far in the majority. lilting tones that resonate pleasingly across the
Darwin Lounge as we gather for pre-deparure cocktails

It's almost 180 years since the brig-sloop HMS Beagle, under the command of Captain Robert Fitlzroy, explored

these waters, leaving English monikers against significant landmarks such as Beagle Channel and Darwin Range

Waterfalls,
But for most of us on board, the historical significance pales against the drop-dead gorgeous scenery we view from beaches and
the top deck Darwin Lounge over the next five days rﬂiﬂfﬂl"E_'EFSZ
Australia's
The open bar policy onboard Stella Australis draws us together late each afterncon as we gather to admire the l'l:lp 10
splendid view. With fioor to ceiling windows circling the central bar, barman Juan wiglds the cocktail shaker with ! i g:::'ikﬂsnal
Qusto revealed

Hornas Island

| learn a tew days later that he plays another pivotal role on board — b2 times each season Juan tells me he dons

nis wetsull and umns into the near-ireezing Southarm Ocean Naked head sennsed to lemoeraturas ihal harely
fhﬂp /Aravel ninemsn.com. awholidaytype/adventure/839302 3/ rounding-capa-horn-the-easy-way
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Daily excursions ashore keep us from spending too much fime linganing in the bar however, At least once each day

we board the zippy black Zodiacs, drivers pearing out through balaclavas against icy winds as we explore mostiy

Hicoh Iype H2 B.LC.M,Y iympus PEN Lite E-FLS
uninhabited lands bayond isolated settlemants like Peurto Williams Ofet.. Ligital...
$369.9 $750.77
Cape Horniers Brotherhood
muaraed by
Enroute to Cape Hom we'reé deep into the Chilean Fjords in all their theatrical 'take your breath away” glory. Yes GETPRICE View more products

Fatagonia is far from subtle. Mol her weather, her landscape nor history. Snow-capped mountains, frees grimily

defying gravity on near vertical slopes, plunge into a boltle green sea POFULAR SEAREHEE

Charcoal coloured clouds laden with iCy rain scud across a coball blue sky, craggy summils poking through EB Cheap flights

mamentarly before being enveloped (n clouds again. Ridiculously azure glaciers disappear Into mist-draped valleys

lining up back to back for our snapping cameras along Glacler Aliey, five glaciers in total cascading into the sea as S8 Best travel deals

L 1] - .
ve saill past Travel Australia

Owernead graceful petrels soar on wind currents, wings outstretched gliding effortlessly. Anticipating seein
. v P it o giding TR Things to do on the Gold Coast

albatrosses in full flight once we reach the Southern Ocean, they remind me of Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem
Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Although wea're not guite at the end of the world, it feals as though wa're on our way, just Thailand holidays

as those ancient mariners must have felt
Cheap accommodation

Sailing around the Homn offered immense bragging rights for Captain Fitzroy, his salt-hardened crew and others of his

Melbourne hotels
ilk. It still does. Even if it is kind of cheating to be doing it in splendid comfort, passengers on board Stalla Australis

are nevertheless presented with a cerlificate to mark the occasion Last minute flights

A Cape Horniers Brotherhood evolved from the grand old days of sailing ships in recognition of thase who Places to stay in Sydney

successfully navigated this fearsome strelch of water, bul also 1o mourn those who were lost. The siriking

Last minute hotel deals

/| stands on the summit of Hornas Island, a magnificent sculpture of a soaring albatross atop the small

weather beaten, waind-whipped island. Proudly thrashing itsell into a fury, the Chilean flag nearby leaves no doubt

apaul wha controls the leeny Island at the end of the waid m.v.EL AT A GLA.HCE
Stepping ashore

Approaching Cape Horn just after dawn, a shiver of burnt orange above the honzon is the only colour in an othenwise
monolone grey sky. Wind strength is relatively calm, so by 7am Captain Sheward gives the all clear for passengers
to disembark. Conditions change so quickly, but today the weather Gods are shining on us. The excitement is
palpable. Though, Barman Juan chest deep in freezing water steadying the Zodiac doesn't seem quite as thrilled as |

am as we land at Lions Cove

Stepping ashore on the rock sirevwn beach | resist the crazy urge to kiss the ground, Up on the island’s summit,
despite the ferocious winds thal whip the moisture from my eye sockets, dehydrating my fongue, lips, any bare skin
not covered in fact, euphoria makes me giddy. Reaching the monument, | adopt the stance of a windblown mariner;
legs spread wide and leaning heavily to windward to prevent being blown over, I'm Kind of pleased to know thal I've
got a hot shower and a big comfy bed waiting for me back on the ship once | thaw the frozen grin that's plasterad

across my face

Back on board, two hours later, our bow wildly pitching Into a bulliding sea, fitingly accompanied by soaring albatross,
we round Cape Horn. Comfortably ensconced in the Darwin Lounge, no matter that the sun has yet o reach the
yardanm, we down a lipple of hol Grog — the tradiional salors drink made from rum, hot water (not (oo muchl)
lemon julce and sugar — as We salute sallors past whose Horn rounding's weren quite 5o easy

Cruises via Cape Horn depart from either Punta Arenas (Chile) or Ushuaia (Argentina
For more information visit we
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