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Into the wild: Corinna,
Tasmania's rainforest secret

Fiona Harper | Friday, May 24, 2013

Corinna’s majestic Pieman River. Image: Fiona Harper

Tasmania has some of the greatest natural
wonders of Australia. Fiona Harper travelled
to the Apple Isle's West Coast to see what the
remote Corinna Wilderness Experience has to
offer.

"The air is so crisp and
clean that it smells exactly

like pristine wilderness
should smell." -

Al first glance, the instructions for crossing the Fieman
Hiver seem straightforward ensugh: "Drive up and dawn
car park looking for bridge”. Okay, that shouldn't be
difficult.

Fiona Harper

Ahead of me the tranguil Pieman River is the deepest More about Tasmania:

bottle green, reflecting mimror-like dense impenetrable

s Northwes —
forest that clings to steep-sided banks. At water level - I

iridescent emerald reeds bend in unison, their tips — e
swaying rivthmically to the downstream current. The air i oo S

i5 pungent with the kind of aroma found deep within a g "’ gl

moist primeval rainforest »¥vaiking the Cradie

In the dank Tarkine forest, tall timbers thrive on the TUF"':S:

dampness found here. There's definitely an earthy rotting Tasmania Corinna Australia

undergrowth smell but more pleasant is the overriding

freshness in the air. The air is =0 crisp and clean that it smells exactly like pristine wilderness should smell

Tazsmania's wild pasler child, the Huon ping, likes 1o Keep its roots in water, making the banks of the Pieman the
perfect fertile ground for this slow growing pine. Support players 10 Huon pines’ starring role in this arboreal opera,
cassalras, myrle, blackwood and celery 1op pine share the imelight on the banks of the Fleman River. There is no
bridgel

However, there is a pub. A wide imber-lined veranda wraps around the Tarkine Hotel on the north bank. Inside, a
cast iron stove pumps out tendrils of welcome warmth across cosy couches in the bar and into the adjacent Tannin
Restaurant. The pub is the hub of the Corinna community, previoushy 3 gold mining town, but now a highly

credentialed wildemness getaway in the midst of the Tarkine forest

The original town of Corinna was established in 1821 to service gold mining leases, though loggers had been
harvesting Huon pine long before then. Discovery of Tasmania's largest ever nugget two years later in a tributary of

the Fieman River, all 5.6kg of it, lured scores of gold-struck prospectors to Tasmania's isolated north west coast

Sailing ships and steamers who tackled the hazardous river mouth provided the only real access to the goldfields
though ships could penetrate no further beyond a narrow bend known as Hells Gates. Forest was felled and

buildings sprung up on either side of the river with bwvo pubs 1o service both communities.

The Star Hotel on the south bank was built entirely from Huon pine, being dismantled after the gold rush ended and
relocated to Zeehan. The current Tarkine Hotel sits adjacent to the onginal pub which is now guest accommodation
Rough cut floorboards, sloping cellings and walls that aren't quite vertical add to its charm. But if that's a little too
rustic, modern cottages that blend into the environment with minimal environmental footpnnts are also available
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for osprey and hawks. Making plans to join the boat leaving before dawn the next morning to drop off hikers, | leave

him to enjoy 8 sumpluous dinner in Tannin Restaurant.

Pre-dawn the river is mesmerising with mimor-like reflections that make my head spin in a sort of altered state. Near
the intersection of the Donaldson River we stop at Lovers Falls to clamber ashare, climbing the steps and boardwalk
that wind around 40-year-old slender tree ferns known as Man Ferns. The falls themselves drop from an unseen
creek high above, tumbling down a verical moss-draped rock face that lerminates in a teeny rock pool. The ar i
heavy with mist, creating floating rainbows that glint in the sunlight. Nearby on the Savage River, at low tide the
wreck of the 18599 bullt steamship The Croydon pokes above the surface, her mechanical workings still visible Tar
below the surface

A )
Picture-perfect Fieman River. Image: Fiona Harper

Pieman Heads |I'I:E|.:='|-E' Fiona Harper
Later we board the 53-foot Huon pine cruiser Arcadia Il to venture further downstream. Bathed in warm light that
bounces off the Huon pine-lined wheelhouse, Capt McGee shares more tales of the area as the forest gives way to a
narrow river plain and beach. There's a handiul of rustic coltages at Fieman Heads where the Southem Ocean
crashes ashore, the river mouth a tangle of flolsam and jetsam washed ashore from who knows where. For almost
40 years unfil the late 1930z loner and zailor Johnny Ahrberg was the sole occupant of Pieman Heads. The original
Ferryman, | wonder what life must hawve been like in this som of self-imposed solitary confinement for a Swede 30 far

from home.

Other stones abound, though 15 hard to know where facl ends and Biction begins. ITs 5ald that the Fleman Hiver was
onginally named Retreat River by Capt James Kelly after he became freaked out by horrendous conditions crossing
the sand bar while seeking a safe harbour

But | rather like the story of the two original pie men, both convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land in 1816 Quite
the gourmand, pastry cook Alexander Pearce escaped from Macquarie Harbour and resorted to cannibalism
amongst fellow escapee as a survival strategy, Or fellow escapee Thomas Kent, a baker of note, who was recaptured
on the banks of the Pieman near wheare the Tarkine Hotel now stands. Mo matter the true story, the band Weddings
Farties Anything were also apparently quite taken with these tales, capiuring the mood of the times in their song 'i's

a Tale They Won't Beliave'

Peering into impenetrable forest | can hardly believe that anyone could survive in the forest, much less travel
overland from Macquarie Harbour to Hobarl. \Well-marked frails branching out in all directions from Corinna allow
trekkers to experience the magic of the Tarkine without resorting 1o such desperate measuras as ealing one's

GO

Cunous to venture across the river having heard about some graves with Huon pine headstones, we search in
earnest for the ferryman. Is he still in bed? With Chris de Burgh's 19805 pop song ("don't pay the Ferryman til he gets
you to the other side”) bouncing around inside my head, it takes all of two minutes for the Fatman Barge to make the
crossing

A short walk from fhe landing there is a frack leading into the forest to two imposing Huon pine headsiones draped in
moss, Absorbing the silence and seranity of this wild forest where former publicans Thomas Davis and Gam Webster
are laid to rest, the modern world briefiy ceases to exist, Though incredibly beaufiful, it is easy to imagine tough living
conditions for those pioneers, prospaciors and desperate escapees who have passed through this rugged

wilderness

Returning to the north bank the old pub looks much unchanged through the trees as it must have done in the 18805

We pay the ferryman. Chris de Burgh remains annoyingly on monotonous rewind in my head. There is no bridge.

The writer was a guest of Corinna Wilderness Experience. More info at wwe
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what a beautiful place, on the list to see Lets hope it isn't mined or the trees felled for paper for some
OVerseas co unl.rj.r

it sounds like a place lost in the mists of ime,l hope this area never finds the modemn stresstul world we
saam to be racing deeper and deeper into,i hope to visit tassy next year ,and after seeing this story im going
Lo see it for mysell thanks for the story .cheers paul
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