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VOYAGING 50U

Embrace slow travel and the joy of leisurely scenic cruising from Australia to New Zealand

WORDS FIONA HARPER
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s whale-baeelineg season so we'ne mesrricted mo cruleing a0 no
miore than ten knots,” announces Capaain Johannes Trsse one
afternoom as owr ship dzemes Qresd heads wowands Auckland.
It's & Fair-weather day on the eust coast of Mew Zealand's
eorth lslard and Dve spent the pasy few hours sring on my
balcony absorhed inoa benk, The caprains annoencement brings

mie out of my reverie as he goes on to explain that we'nz ahead
of schedule and are essentially "kifling rime in onder 1o arrive in
Aniclland om schedule at 7. 300m.

Despite bedng engrossed kn the: stary of an endurance cyclist in
Alaska, I found my attention constantly drawn to the sparkling
cobalr sea beyond the pages. Now, | gaze out o sea with renewed
anticipation. As | cast my gaze from left to right acmoss the watery
berizon, [ subconsesoudy wish for the tell-rale spray from a
whale’s hlowhole to hresk the surface.

Humphack whabes migrate through these waters each year as
they mave henween summer feeding grounds in Antarctics and
winter calving and breeding grounds in near-tropical waters.

Evtanglement in fshing gear and collisions with shipe are just
ot theeat to the Oveanic population of humpback whales, which
were chessthed as |"I'||'|.\|'|F|'r'|'|'| I AHIH H-:.- Iimiﬁn'n qhipq's.]w:cdl

Humpback whales migrate through these waters each year as they move
from summer in Antarctica to breeding grounds in near-tropical waters

Mew Zealind’s Department of Conservation aims to reduce
the: threat e marine mammals which were once honed o near
sxtinction in these waters.

I domwt see whabes, bur there was much jov earlber when a friend
who was lounging on a =un bed on the pral decl texted me
cxcitedly to sy that she'd soon a large pod of dolpluins ‘porpoisang’
through the saell.

Driring aur 17-naghe Avseeabin 8¢ Mew Zealand Intensave
Vorage, there has been ample fime to savour these simple
pleasures, such as gazing out to the ever-changing ocean and
warching the colours change as the sun mavels theough its anc

A wee cross the Tasman Sea and venture downwands — bevond
45 pr.rm weth = 1o reind the South lsland s sourhermineoest rip
where eroded cliffs plummet dramatically into the ocean swell, s
bards glide gracefully beyond sur stern,

The aft-facing alfresca Sunset Deck at Windows restaurant
provaden @ resmerising view of the swirlig sebers in our wake
and becomes & fourite haung, whether while linpering over
bacubelar or carching wp with friends for sundowner cockeails,

Oy even when doing lirtle more than gazing out to sea, enjoying
the pleasure of ignoring my phone, silencing the inner chatter in
my head and savouring the serenity of slowly vovaging across the
: geatly nolling tides, [

| Clochwise from lebt A humpback whale's 10/ emerging rom rhe
DT 5 G Py up SI0EE 0 thee el s dellilee in Digrvesdin JuEsly .:'\-c:l:i'u_]

up the Mew Leolond sunset onboard Aramon (luest
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ports beyond the horizon, cruising really
means of slow travel
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CHh, don't get o wrong, D cqually excited about all the
entertainment offerings both onboand and on laned.

We dock ar pores dotted arsand Mew Lealand and venmune
inland ta snak in mineral geothermal hat springs, ogle at bubbling
muid pools, hike on walking erails In glorious Mardborough
Soumds ansd pakes arsund the timber-lined walls of an ancent
caatle draged s

Chne right we dan sur finery for a signatare AZ Amazing
Evening at hastoric Yellington Opera House, where we'ne
entertained by Crchesta Wellingon and a melodic Samiean
Chrir, then an arosther might, pasty poalsde beveath the stare at
the Whire Farmy

But truthfally, it’s the gentle voyaging across the sea which
peally epeaks vo me and seothes my soul. Being rocked gendy
tor sleep each night. Awakening at dawn and watching the
mesmerming oocan from my bed. Decadently sipping vea i Ted
ardl tucking into freshiv-baked croissants or watfies drimled
in mmaple gyrep, delivenad by an ever-smiling caban stewand
whio lays cut criep linen and wishes me a wonderhal day before
discretely depasting. Hospitality bs cxquisite and seovioe levls
are exceptional, Each moming thar [ order breakdase, 1 receive a
pheme call frmm Rachael to cleck that my breakbfast was exactiy
as 11:1_'||u:-.rr~:1._ Kifrer & week of these soclable calle we're on ‘lr*'-u-r-.l'l:.
first-name terms and when I fnally meet Rachael face o face in #

Clachwise Fram lafe: .".-1::-"'-::-:":-'|5';'| Senwvds m Mew Toaland affers

breath-toking watas; you con enjoy on outdoar het pood in Rodoeun

-1
UGB 20U CUISE & TIALEL ]

CHLNSEARLETRAMEL LOL




HEW ZEALAMD

-

REVIEW
HIGHLIGHTS OF DAILY LIFE
CONBOARD AZAMARA QUEST

1D some doys | bave conllicting interests and cont decide
whether toarersd pewellery making or watercolour poiring
closses. leomn the s=orefs of moking a smalky maorsni

espeessn {if's ol in the chorred smake, it furns oull, bump,
grinel and laugh my vy thraugh o dance FITHESS
CLASS or inckle the iurtbulence in the swimening poal
during on aqua arrchioy closs. And that's all befare

| 42t i b ear. Wheeh comies with ds avwen dehonu
dilemmas, given the choice of dining cptions scross 1K
RESTALURAMTS aleng wih lcomplenemtoryd in reom
diring tan. Then there's daily themed trivia, which is

surprisingly eompstitive, and Bosted bridge ard cha
rourmaments. Plus on eclectic librory toowork rry vy
thrasg g in the spa, destinoticn-
enrichmen leciures, nightly CABARET SHOWS and
dancing inte the wee small hayrs in the Living Roam, with
itz Tloe-sa-celing wind e Framirg o ful moce, which

costs @ bilue huse oo ross the doncefloar,
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In New Zealand, we venture inland to
soak in hot springs, ogle at mud pools,
or hike in glorious Marlborough Sounds

Aqualima restanrant one cvening ics like greening an obd triend
atter a long absence. YW'ith a crew of 400 and a little more than
500 passengers on our voyage, the crew have fme 1o ensure gucsts
receive their full attention as EVETY DIty

“The shoee-rrave] movernent was gaiming momenrem long before
the pandemic gave us cause ta pawse, The interess in travel as an
entry inte worlds, cultures and peoples unfamiliar to our home
|_'I|l.'il'||l il il s '|'¢'|'|.il |'|..- |_|_'|l.':|' EOIME (4 1"||_- I_;II_'.:l.T-[ |_-:-;|_'||ur|_-|_-
fior tnallennia,

For rsnat of us, rravel has never heen |1'|r-|':'-l:.' ! :hnpp:n.g Tist,
ticking off countries visited as though they were little more
thian things we musy parchise, Cralsers have bong known this
".'.:-'.'.l-,r.im; ACTOHER e T POrts h'_'.'r\-r.:‘. the horiean, CTUisng is the
quintessential means of slow travel. Indeed, dliips ofven travel at
little mere than walking pace. Awthor Penny Watson's delightfal
book Seto Thrvel A4 Mevewens encourages resders 1o alkow
woursedt timme to embirace the chb and Ao of travel as 2 moee
thoughthul and philosophical way of jeumeying. Taking her own
advice, Penuvy meved her lamily mo Bali during the pansdemic and
savs that “sbow travel has become shout bow 1 live my Life, Itk
absour being |'|.r|n|-':|'|:.' miore immersive and mindiel, with cubrugal

Clockwise from top befti Culinory debghis on Azomarn Chuesr; o
kare excursian ta Akel Tasman Maticasl Pack an the Sauth land: the

e acroas Mordborough Wirenes venevard in Picton, New Cealond
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KNOW BEFORE
YOU GO

TIPS FROM OUR WRITER

PACK FOR ALL SEASOMNS Maw Zecland's clenaie
wowries from sub-rropicol in the: north ro oool in1he south,
with FMunﬂ Jnﬂwu:wp-rcl MF-'H: rEEan in hetwsrer,

DRESS CODES On sach voyoge, Ao hos o Whi
Mighr Party, where guests are encouroged to weor o white
autfil, Plus shere's asignoture ArAmaring event, which
allers an opportunity fo dress up in your Bnery. Othiers e
1 dewss code penbaard is mosthy smeart coswal,

THE RIGHT SHOES Hiking iz kncran o3 “iromping’ in
Maw Zealand = pack your hikmg sbaes o you wanl ke @ina
shiore encursion o exdplore specincudar natianal porks.

During this |7-night voyage therekhmple time to savour the simple
pleasures, such as gazing out to the ocean and its ever-changing colours

inslghire in the evervday, whether crulsng down & coastline or
trekking 2 mountain ridge.”

Azammara, oo, b taken a considered approach to cultuzal
immiersi, ofering extended time i ports, and cur Mew
Lealand vewvage 18 no exceptio. Departing frommn Mefhowrme amnd
ending in Auckland 18 days later, Azarmens Chwest stays evernight
in buth Svdney and Tauranga, and departs well afer dark at
I II|l_'q.1i.'|:_"|"|"l_'|!illHlllll :|I||,| \b';l:.:-lll' in ||Il,||_'r o i.-\.i |'i|-r_ D :-l'll_'
b, With a last-rmivnee schedule change due to incleanent
weeathesr carlier in ong VEIAEE, W 0w have an additienal r.i!_-.'hr
in Awsckland too If enby those whales wehve slowed down for to
allow them safe passage would make an appearance, B

+ I'r\r more destimotion nspina fean, g focre s=gridiroel .co,uk

GETTING THERE

A I-raght Austmalin/Mew Tealond Vayage, siling from
Melboure 1o Aucklond, induding calls an Sydmey, Eden,
Miltord Sound, Dunedin, Akoroo, Welngion, Melson, Fictan,
Mogier, Taumanga and Bay of lulonds, deperts on |anuoey o,
2024, on sisser ship Azomans Journes 18 costs from £2,405 per
peman, Flights are sxia, asamen. com

Thia g, clackvwine fram L1 -H Ar g (el lede it lrenre Stk

sland to Stewors lslnd, Aucklond's skyline feot uring fhe Sky Tower
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