EXPLORE GREAT BARRIER REEF

THE

DEEP

EXPERIENCE AUSTRALIA’S STUNNING
GREAT BARRIER REEF — WHILE ALSO
HELPING TO PROTECT ITS FUTURE
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EXPLORE GREAT BARRIER REEF

B E N EAT H the surface of the

Coral Sea, plant life
sways in the currents. Turtles forage in seagrass
and clacking crustaceans search for prey. During
migration season, the ocean floor is bathed with the
resonance of humpback whale song. Light refracts,
making everything seem larger.

This is the Great Barrier Reef, off the coast of
Queensland, Australia - the world's largest reef
ecosystem, spanning 2,300km north to south and
covering an area the size of Japan. A system of
3,000 individual reefs, it's home to countless kinds
of creatures, including 1,450 coral species, dolphins
and a colossal spectrum of fish. From the tropical
city of Cairns and neighbouring Port Douglas,
you'll be able to head into the great blue beyond on
everything from day cruises and snorkelling trips
to week-long live-aboard dive safaris.

However, it's not just a matter of grabbing an
air tank and diving deep. Threats to the reef are
well-documented: climate change, coral bleaching,
erosion, coastal development, overfishing and
pollution have all taken their toll on this spectacular
world. Those who work closest to this fragile
ecosystem are some of its staunchest protectors.
By choosing operators, services and
accommodation and even joining scientific
excursions which support conservation, you can
contribute to the reef's preservation while visiting. @
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Photos. Opening and this spread: Courtesy images

Opening spread: beneath the waves around
Lizard Island. This spread: the Great Barrier
Reef's colourful underwater world is brought
to life on a boat tour (Coral Expeditions
vessel pictured left)
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TAKE THE PLUNGE
Passions of Paradise’'s 25m sailing catamarans
depart from Cairns on a range of days-out for all
ages and abilities. On its Be a Marine Biologist
experience, you'll contribute directly to reef
conservation by surveying reef locations, monitoring
reef health and submitting your findings to scientific
programmes. Passions of Paradise is part of the
Coral Nurturing Program, a partnership between
tourism operators and the University of Technology
Sydney to install coral nurseries in the reef,
supporting its resilience.

Although Passions of Paradise has employed
scientists to lead its tours since 1997, its marine
biologist experience was introduced in response
to rising conservation awareness, says CEO
Scotty Garden. "Our passengers choose to visit the
Great Barrier Reef with Passions of Paradise so they

can indirectly support our reef stewardship activities,

and many have been wanting to go that step further
and actively participate in an activity to help the
reef's health.”

Sailaway, another operator participating in the
coral programme, offers reef monitoring and coral
planting expeditions powered by renewable energy,
while Quicksilver Cruises, North Queensland'’s
largest day trip operator, runs tours to more remote
locations, such as the Agincourt Reefs. Far from
the usual tourist beat, marine life thrives here, from
colourful coral gardens to giant Maoriwrasse. You
can choose snorkel tours led by marine biologists,
view shallow reefs from a semi-submersible boat
and an underwater observatory, or take an
introductory scuba dive.

® passions.com.au

® sailawayportdouglas.com
® quicksilver-cruises.com
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@ passions.com.au
@ sailawayportdouglas.com
@ quicksilver-cruises.com

Photos. Coral Biobank: Great Barrier Reef Legacy. Others: Courtesy images
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IT°S VITALLY IMPORTANT
TO PRESERVE OUR
NATURAL ASSETS FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS

From left: snorkellers on a Quicksilver
Cruises excursion spot a sea turtle; a coral
nursery at Moore Reef; Great Barrier Reef
Legacy's Coral Biobankin Port Douglas
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REEF RELIEF

Vast swathes of the reef have been impacted

by bleaching, a phenomenon whereby the coral
sheds its symbiotic algae and loses its pigment,
inresponse to stressors including rising sea
temperatures. This puts the coral at risk of starvation
and disease, and recovery can take decades.

The governmental Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority monitors reef health, manages permits for
operators and runs Eye on the Reef, a citizen science
project to gather information on the reef and any
incidents. In 2022, Citizens of the Reef, an alliance
of First Nations sea rangers, tourism operators
and scientists, launched The Reef Cooperative:

a conservation project and training programme that
aims to deliver large-scale restoration.

Meanwhile, Great Barrier Reef Legacy, a nonprofit
social enterprise, has established its Coral Biobank,
housing 415 hard coral species at a new facility
at Crystalbrook Marina in Port Douglas. In 2021, it
partnered with Cairns-based Coral Expeditions,
allowing passengers to witness the collection of 50
coral species to be added to the Coral Biobank on its
first Citizen Science Expedition.

As much of the damage to the reef is caused by
human activity —whether by individuals, such as
littering or breaking off pieces of coral, or industrial,
such as agricultural run-off and sedimentation from
logging — education is a vital component of tourism
in the Great Barrier Reef.

"It's vitally important to preserve our natural
assets for future generations and encourage
environmental ambassadors,” says Sailaway owner
Steve Edmondson. “Our goal is for around two million
annual visitors to the Great Barrier Reef to take up
their own climate change action.”

The only aspect of the reef you should take home
is the determination to protect it for the future. O
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® coralexpeditions.com
® foreverreef.org
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TURTALLY AWESOME
BEZEE

Sea legs a little shaky? Spend a day on land at the
Cairns Aquarium. It's home to the Cairns Turtle
Rehabilitation Centre, where you can witness the
recovery and rehabilitation of sick and injured
rescued sea turtles: both at the aquarium and at
Fitzroy Island’s additional rehab facility.
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@ cairnsturtlerehab.org.au

Photos. Courtesy images

WHERE TO STAY
(ETEHET

AFTER A DAY EXPLORING THE REEF, RETREAT
TO SUMPTUOUS, SUSTAINABLY RUN LODGINGS

1. SILKY OAKS LODGE

This luxurious eco-lodge sits on

the Mossman River just outside

Port Douglas. The open-sided
Treehouse Restaurantis in the heart
of the Daintree Rainforest, where

the vegetation is home to some of
Australia's rarest wildlife, including
southern cassowaries, tree kangaroos
and Boyd's forest dragons; and whose
modern Australian menu highlights
organic and free-range produce.

® silkyoakslodge.com.au
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@ silkyoakslodge.com.au

2. CRYSTALBROOK HOTELS

With three properties in Cairns alone,
Crystalbrookis at the forefront of
sustainable hospitality in Queensland.
Its responsible luxury pledge is
certified by sustainable tourism
advisor EarthCheck and includes
everything from partnering with local
fashion hire companies to encouraging
rental of holiday wardrobes to using

a sustainability rating system for the
dishes served inits restaurants.

@ crystalbrookcollection.com
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3. LIZARD ISLAND

Forareal adventure, depart from
Cairns on a one-hour charter flight -
anincredible way to take in the scale
of the Great Barrier Reef. On arrival

at Lizard Island, you'll enter a world of
eco-conscious luxury and seclusion
withina 1,013-hectare national park.
Join turtle tours, go glass-bottom sea
kayaking, and visit the Lizard Island
Research Station, a coral research
facility run by the Australian Museum.

@ lizardisland.com.au
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